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FOREWORD 


The subject of Persian history has always had a peculiar 
charm and fascination for me ; and I am firmly of opinion that a 
knowledge of the great and heroic achievements of our great 
ancestors is not only essential for our Parsi youths but that it 
alone can keep alive the burning fire of Zoroastrianism in our 
hearts and make us feel that we are not altogether a helpless 
or stranded race on this earth but are the worthy inheritors 
of some of the greatest glories the world in the past achieved 
through our illustrious forbears in the distant but fair land of 
Iran. Nothing in my opinion could more vigorously stimulate the 
growth and revival of nationalism in our hearts than a thoughtful 
and zealous study of Persian history. Not content with the 
Gujarati history of Persia which I issued a short while ago and 
with public lectures illustrated by magic lantern delivered by me 
at different places, I am now presenting the readers with an 
English history of Persia with a view mainly to create a love and 
liking for Persian history in the hearts of the English-reading 
classes ( which are daily increasing in numbers amongst us ) and for 
the great achievements of the Persians when yet Greece and Rome 
were struggling into light and countries like England and Germany 
were unheard of. Our College youths especially the Parsi youths 
could talk glibly and sensibly about Caesar and Augustus or Pericles 
and Lysander but would cut a sorry figure if asked to relate the 
glorious achievements of Cyrus the Great or Darius Hystaspes, 
Xerxes or Artaxerxes. Where a community's youth is so deficient 
or ignorant in its knowledge of its own past history it may safely 
be marked down as gradually diminishing its interest in its own 
welfare and stability. The following pages are, therefore, meant 
to help those English readers and particularly my Parsi brethren, 
who have not had opportunity to know Persian history and who 
would like to do so. 

I owe my readers an apology for holding over the Sassanian 
period for another little volume to be out shortly. 
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I tender my best thanks to my esteemed and worthy friend 
Khan Bahadur Dr. B. H. Nanavati, F. R. C. S. of Ahmedabad 
without whose willing and prompt support this my little book 
would scarcely have seen the light of the day. He has true 
Persian blood in him and the interest he displayed at some 
of my lantern lectures at Ahmedabad forthwith put into my 
mind the idea of the present history which I dedicate to the memory 
of the father that gave birth to such a worthy son. 

AUTHOR . 


Grant Road , 15th July 1920. 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF PERSIA. 


THE PESHDADIANS. 


Early Settlements. 

Nations have risen and they have fallen in the course of time. 
The memory of glory, the glory of a deed— that alone has been left 
behind to awaken the future generations to a sense of Righteousness. 
The message of History is to warn mankind against the ungodly 
in man and to prepare them to seek the kingdom of God. Greece 
and Rome saw the light of the day and Greece and Rome perished 
no more to rise; so did various other empires of the world; but 
there was brought into existence in Central Asia, on the soil of 
ancient Persia, the birth-place of Zoroaster, that progenitor of the 
great Cyrus and the mighty Darius, the illustrious Ardashir-e- 
Babekan and the most magnanimous Prince Nowshirwan the Just— 
an empire that had in its palmy days established a sovereignty 
over vast territories the extent of which was- beyond compare in 
the history of the world, of which the world still knows very little. 
Historians have found that after the birth of the human race there 
flourished a race ' Arya’ byname, whose abode was in the hilly 



regions of the Pamirs and the Caucasus in the north of Persia, 
This race later on descended into the southern parts and founded a 
settlement named “ Airyanem Vayejo ” which afterwards began 
to be known as Iranvej— the Arya-Vrata of the Vedas, The 
Aryans made gradual encroachments as far south as the Persian 
gulf and the Arabian Sea, extended their territories in the east as 
far as the Indus in the north of India and the Euphrates in the 
west. These limits comprised the ancient Iran. 

The climate of Persia is health-giving and pleasant. The 
greater portion of the year is cold. The land is surrounded on all 
sides by mountains to which the Avesta, the sacred scripture of the 
Parsis, makes more frequent allusions than to any other geographical 
division of the land. Fruits of all kinds are plentiful in Persia for 
its natural environments tend to produce nothing better and 
nothing more. 

The Aryans lived in an uncivilised state at first, their chief 
means of sustenance being flesh and vegetables and their chief 
industry agriculture. They were more or less nomadic in their 
habits, some of the tribes being purely migratory. As time passed 
on they were divided into several tribes which spread in different 
directions. Consequently those that repaired to Iran, which 
term came into existence after the Aryan settlement, became 
the founders of the Iranian race. Barely anything is known of 
the religion of these Aryans; but, they believed in a personal entity 
called God. During the pre-Vedic and pre- Avastic days this personal 
entity used to be symbolised in one form or another as was con- 
venient. But, humanity did struggleeven in those dark days for the 
Light of God which they sought in one way or another. As the 
tribes went on separating there came in a change of religious thought 
and feeling and newer and more various ideals of life began to come 
into vogue. Accordingly the Iranian Aryans began to hold 
different principles, and latterly when Zoroaster was born they 



adopted his faith as their own tribal creed which they tenaciously 
followed even till their tribes developed actually into nations which 
held a mighty sway over extensive empires. 


The Law Givers. 

GRTOMARD. 

All the different communities lived like individual families 
under their own pater familias. The strongest of them all was 
Peshdadian by name and it lorded it over all the rest. The term 
Pesh-dadian means the First Law-givers. The original founder of 
this tribe is Gayomard by name about whose life many a fabulous 
tale is told ; but apparently he much corresponds to the beginner 
of the human race with whom all history itself of whatever nation- 
ality commences. It is not known when he flourished nor is any 
historical incident woven round his person except that the poetic 
rhapsodies in which the Bard of Persia indulges often create a 
faint idea of his Aryan personage in those remote days. A later 
monarch of this line, Jamshid by name is said to have lived in the 
days of Noah whose episode is well known in the Bible in connection 
with the Deluge. Therefore, there is cause enough to believe that 
Gayomard who lived long before him must have flourished thou- 
sands of years ago. The people in his days were in a semi-barbarous 
state, living in forests on flesh and fish. Gayomard took care to 
add to his tribe in order to extend his power. Being just in his 
affairs he made many of his subjects his enemies who afterwards 
avenged themselves by murdering his eldest son in the mountains 
of Demavand. This enraged the father who punished the culprits. 



thereafter, he devoted himself to the service of God alone and 
eaigned the world in pursuit of the Hereafter. Among the Hindu 
Aryans there was a custom which endures even now of practising 
sntire self-renunciation in the last period of this earthly life and 
he existence of a similar custom among the Iranians gives to us 
lome proof of relation that endured at first between the two com- 
nunities. Gayomard enjoined his tribesmen to cover their body 
uther with the leaves of the trees or the wool of the sheep. He 
aught them the use of the horse for riding purposes and also that 
)f the sling for fighting! He populated villages the chief of which 
vas Balkh by name afterwards rendered so famous in Persian 
listory and Avesta by the names Bulkh-e-Bami and Bakhdhi. 
3bscure history is legend and during pre-christian days legendary 
teroes had flourished and redeemed the world from its enveloping 
larkness and distress whose account European chronicles have 
landed down to us by tradition. They helped in the path of ad* 
'ancement according to their light of the mind. Even such was 
his legendary personage who was the founder of the human race 
md the beginner of human evolution after the subsidence of brute 
iff in the process of advancing creation. 



tn 


HUSHSNG. 

His successor Hushang is said to have ruled for over 40 
years. His devotion and justice were so great that some are led to 
the conculsion that the dynasty of the Law-givers actually com- 
menced with him. In those rude old times the chiefs of the clans 
had often to wage fierce warfare with barbarous tribes known as 
the 4 Devils * who used particularly to infest the hilly districts of 
Mazandaran. Accordingly the greater part of Hushang’s life was 
spent in fighting these Devils. After their extirpation he built 
villages and towns where there were wild jungles and deserts at first. 

The inventions of science and philosophy in the past have 
always got the texture of some accidental events warped round them 
which rendered them miraculous to the eye of the savage but which 
to our eye would appear as producing ordinary necessary conclu- 
sions. Once, so the story runs, Hushang saw a large boa in the 
forest, so he lifted up a stone and threw at it. Accidentally the 
stone struck against a flint stone and a flash of light arose which 
subsequently led to the institution of the Holy Fire. The month 
was 4 Dey * and the day 4 Aban ’ which was afterwards turned into 
a day of festivity, for the progress of civilization which was retarded 
so long owing to lack of Fire the very life-giving principle now 
advanced rapidly with the new discovery. Hushang's reforms were 
a step further on the lines laid down hy his father. In his days 
the weapons of war were first used ; people began to cook their food 
before eating it and sew their garments, to build houses and dig 
canals. Hushang was of a contemplative turn of mind so he is 
styled in the holy writings of the Parsis as 44 full of knowledge and 
edification.” He too, in the latter part of his life like his father 
retired into the d teen recesses of the forest to seek union with God, 
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TEHEMURKS-E'DIV-BKND. 

After Hushang came the 44 Devil-captor Prince Tehemuras* 
He was so called for he passed the greater part of his life in check- 
ing the growth of the barbarous races inhabiting the surrounding 
places. Two famines occured in his days one after another and 
both men and beasts began to die by thousands, whereon he called 
upon every rich man to take one meal instead of two per day and 
give the remaining one to the needy and the helpless. Thus, he 
successfully brought about the end of the dreadful calamities. Such 
were the moral influences created in those days upon the minds of 
the ruled by the rulers. What economical conveniences he must 
have made can be judged from his care for the people in their 
hour of dire trouble; and if in the slightly later days engineering 
contrivances of almost a modern type were brought into play no 
doubt Tehemuras must have contrived certain rude mechanical 
schemes for the promotion of agriculture. He judiciously gave 
freedom of worship to all the people of his country, furthered the 
cause of civilization and added to the territories, already inherited 
by him from his father. The domestication of wild animals for the 
purposes of human service began in his time. 


JXM9HID THE GREAT. 

But of all the monarchs of the Peshdadian line Jamshid was 
the most powerful and illustrious. He spread the ideas of reform 
and education among his people to so great an extent that they 
began to venerate him as a prophet. His is called the golden age 
for he greatly assisted in the prosperity of his people and taught 
them better ways of agriculture, industry and warfare. He also 



built splendid cities and palaces. The place and time of these build- 
ings are to-day obscure. He divided his subjects into 4 classes, viz. t 
Priests; Soldiers; Tradesmen and Low class workers. These classes 
resemble the 4 divisions of humanity made by Manu the great 
Hindu sage who flourished long ago in India. This is one of the 
proofs confirming the theory that the Aryans were all one in days 
of yore. Classification gave rise to a system of specialization 
and though such a distinction has endured all throughout the world 
especially in India yet it has not been without its evil results. 
The king himself was far advanced in science and philosophy and 
the beginning of the “ Jamshedi Naoroz ” festivity originated by 
him draws our special attention. 

The king found that Nature was vested in fresh and green 
splendour in the month of March, that everywhere 
Jamshedi trees and flowers were in full bloom, birds were singing 
Haoroze. melodiously in the thick foliage and the hoary boisterous 
winter was over giving place to the pleasant season of 
spring; in short, wherever he turned his eyes he found new life and 
vigour in the whole creation. He dived deep into the problem 
and at last came to the conclusion that all this was due to the 
movement of the earth round the Sun. Thereupon, he divided 
the Zodiacal circle into 12 parts and called each of them by the 
name of a particular sign formed by the external appearance of 
the constellation. That Zodiacal sign into which the Sun appeared 
to enter, when day and night were equal and when the spring 
season showed forth its choicest glories was styled by him Mish or 
the Airies the day being 2ist of March which commenced to be 
generally observed as a day of great festivity and merriment. It is 
still observed in Persia and wherever the descendents of old Iran 
live they are en fete on this particular day. Fortunately, for the 
great discoverer almost the whole world observes this day with 
great rejoicing foy natural reasons. 



When the king was passing his life in happiness and prost 
perity it so came to pass that a novel and unfortunate idea took 
its rise in his mind. The proud monarch began to style himself 
God and issued orders to construct his idols and worship them. He 
set aside all political affairs and indulged in all sorts of vanities. 
Injustice was rampant everywhere, the empire began to shake from 
its foundation and friend and foe joined hands to rebel against the 
braggart atheist. 

At such times unforeseen calamities come upon a country. 
Accordingly at this time, too a tyrannical Turanian monarch Zuhak 
by name brought an invasion upon Iran and devastated it. Jamshid 
had now to fly away to Zabulistan where he fell in love with and 
afterwards secretly married Samannaz the daughter of King Korung. 
King Korung vexed at this union drove away the couple and the 
unhappy pair fled far far away to China. But Zuhak who was in 
pursuit of Jamshid at last captured him and put him to a cruel 
death. Samannaz the dearly loved wife of King Jamshid committed 
suicide; but prior to that she gave birth to a son from whom after- 
wards originated a new line of kings, as we shall see later on. 

Thus the prince who had acquired name and fame and who 
was great and prosperous brought about his own downfall by reason 
of pride and arrogance. Well has it been said, " Pride goeth before 
destruction ; and a haughty temper before a fall." His country was 
plundered, his family ruined and his kingdom and throne passed 
away into the hands of a foreign prince. 



ZUHAK THE TYRANT. 


Zuhak the son of a Turanian King Mirtas was very cruel, 
jealous and treacherous. His name is rendered famous in history as 
atyrant and when he conquered Iran from the hands of Jamshid he 
treated the subjects with great scorn and contempt. He had gone 
the length of murdering his own father prior to his ascendency for 
he was rebellious from his childhood. Historians attribute the 
following anecdote to him : Once upon a time the Evil Spirit pro- 
posed to him that he should be his disciple on the promise of recei- 
ving the kingship of a vast domain. Zuhak consented and Satan 
kissed him on both the shoulders as a mark of over-lordship, when 
suddenly there arose two snakes which had to be daily fed with two 
human brains. This required rigorous oppression to be daily prac- 
tised upon the people who began to complain of his misdeeds and 
prayed to God for relief from such an unprecedented calamity. At 
such times the merciful God sends a hero to the unhappy land. So, 
in the country was born a man inspired with patriotic Zeal and a 
lofty spirit of service. His name was Kave and he was a blacksmith 
by profession. He took a small piece of leather apron and tying it 
on to the head of a lance called it the national flag of Iran which was 
afterwards the witness of a thousand victories won by the Iranians 
in many a battle-field and in many a campaign against foes both 
in the east as well as in the west. He lifted up this national flag and 
called upon all who felt for their mother-land to join in the national 
struggle and hundreds flocked to his standard. So patriotic and 
ambitious were the ancient people of Persia. 


2 



FARIDDUN 


In the beginning of his life, ’Fariddun “ of good fortune ’’ was 
living in the mountains with his parents Atbin and Franak who 
had fled away there in order to escape the tyranny of Zuhak. 
When Atbin the father was murdered by Zuhak Franak fled away 
with young Fariddun to a distant place. But, she was persistently 
persecuted by Zuhak’s men wherever she went; therefore, she hand- 
ed the young fair-haired child over to a peasant who brought him 
i|p as his own and Fariddun lived with the unknown foster-father 
till Kave brought him out of the dark obscurity and lifted him to 
the sovereignty of Iran. 

In memory of the revival of the Iranian rule a great festival 
was held named Jashan-e-Meherangan which is celebrated with 
great joy and delight in Persia even till the present day. 

Fariddun thereafter sent his commander Kave to countries 
far and wide for the purpose of conquest and Kave brought back 
with him richest spoils and plunders from those provinces where 
there are now Assyria and Chaldoea and there planted the victorious 
standard the “ Kavyani Darufsh. ” Kave then, died in peace 
and plenty leaving his glorious task to be continued by his great 
successors like Kershasp, Sam and Nariman who flourished in this 
reign and raised its glory to a high pitch. In times of yore, armed 
conquest accounted for the greatness both of the individual and 
the empire, and Fariddun’s times abounded in such heroic 
achievements. Fariddun’s empire was much vaster than that of 
any prince who went before him. 

We learnt above that those were times when civilization was 
but in its infancy ; but now and then there used to arise from among 
the people such heroes that through them progress was attained and 
advancement acquired. In this science was not neglected and art 
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left uncultivated. King Fariddun was himself a physician and the 
art of healing diseases by means of medicinal herbs commenced in 
his reign. 

But, the final period of the King’s life passed in great 
sorrow and misery. He had three sons, the youngest 
Last days being Iraj whom the king nominated the future ruler 
of of Iran, whereupon the two elder brothers plotted 
Fariddun. against his life and murdered him in a cruel manner, 
Firdausi the great bard of Persia has narrated this in- 
cident in a very pathetic manner and woven the unhappy tale with 
a philosophical panegyric upon the living. Fariddun out of anger 
sent Manucheher the grand-son of Iraj to take revenge upon the 
ruthless murderers. He fulfilled the object of his mission by killing 
both the uncles with the assistance of Sam, Nariman and Kershasp 
the great heroes of the day. This was a sad calamity brought upon 
the royal family for it planted seeds of bitterness among its various 
members. The unfortunate old father took this sad event much 
to heart and began to pass the remainder of his unhappy life in 
grief and lamentation which at last brought about his end. 



MRNUCHEHER. 


Manucheher’s times are rendered famous by the heroic ad- 
ventures of great warriors like Kershasp, Sam, Nariman and Zall. 
They allrendered the period so bright and glorious. Kershasp was a 
descendent of the great Fariddun and carried a mace shaped like 
the head of the cow by means of which he brought about the end of 
a great demon who devastated a large part of the country. Again, 
Nariman descended from the family of Kershasp and was the father 
of Sam. Both held very important offices in the Persian army and led 
the brave troops far and wide into the Turanian region spreading 
peace and order in the conquered territory and establishing the 
authority of Persia. But of all the military adventurers Zall was 
the greatest. There is a legend about him which says that the white- 
ness of his hair from his very birth roused grave suspicions in the 
mind of the father who quietly stowed him away in a mountain 
cave to be devoured by birds of prey ; but on being discovered 
by a saint the latter nursed him up into manhood. But heroes 
have self assertion; they are born to impose their personality upon 
the world. Thus, by dint of courage and bravery Zall gradually 
rose into eminence till at last he was appointed ruler of Zabulistan. 
His union with Rudabeh the daughter of the ruler of Cabul resulted 
in the birth of Rustam the well-known hero ot Persia whose glorious 
deeds of heroism adorn many a bright page of Persian history. 
But more of him later on. 



WEAK SUCCESSORS. 

Next ensued a period of weak rulers among whom Nowdar 
stands first who unlike his father Manucheher was 
Invasion of a tyrant and levied heavy taxes upon his subjects. 
Afrasiyab. The people at last made up their mind to rebel against 
him and would have actually fulfilled their sinister 
aim of putting an end to the life of the sovereign had not the 
timely interference of the veteran Sam saved the whole situation. 
He admonished the rash youth in the principles of wise and judicious 
government. “ When misrule dominates a certain country/’ said the 
experienced politician, “ foreign enemies make the most of the un- 
happy situation and aggravate the fall by invasions. ” Certainly, then 
it came to pass that taking advantage of general mismanagement 
reigning in the state Pashang the king of Turan sent his son 
Afrasiyab to carry an invasion upon Iran. Turan and Afrasiyab 
need a little explanation here, for long will they continue with us. 
The non-Iranian land used commonly to be termed Turan; it is not 
known whether there actually was a territory bearing the said name. 
It was one of those terms which for want of expression were used 
in their broad sense covering a larger area than such a term might 
be taken to do. Similarly, Afrasiyab stands not only for one 
principal personage, the founder of the Turanian family, but also 
for his successors who continued the name of their illustrious pre- 
decessor. When Afrasiyab brought an invasion a great calamity 
befell the country in the sad death of Sam and with him departed 
all the glory and wisdom of the state which had uptil then helped 
the latter to maintain its high prestige. 



On the first day of the battle the brave Kobad fell in the field 
but not till Afrasiyab had lost heavily. Thereupon, 
Defeat of king Nowdar girded up the armour and took the 
Afrasiyab. field but he was dismounted from his horse by the 
lasso of the enemy and soon taken prisoner. There- 
after, the Turanians ruled for a time in Iran; but still the loyal 
and patriotic Iranians who were true both to their master and their 
country stood for them both and acknowledged Zoo a descendent 
of Fariddun as their monarch. But Zoo and his weaker successors 
sat on the throne merely to pass away in silent obscurity one after 
another. At last a great general arose and he raised the standard 
of war against Afrasiyab for the redemption of the fatherland ; 
and that great soldier was no other than the brave Rustam— 
the matchless hero of song and story, round whose name even to-day 
many a Parsi is often heard to weave a halo of romance and ad- 
venture. His favourite charger that brought him victory wherever 
he went bore the illustrious name of Raksh ; while his ponderous 
mace was so heavy that it could be wielded by none but him. He 
was so powerful that the enemies of Iran dared not unsheathe their 
sword in her soil ; he rendered her feared and respected abroad. 
Kings obeyed him and sought his advice on matters of importance. 
He made preparations to overthrow the arch enemy of Iran and 
with a view to successfully achieve the end of the revolution he 
sought for the lost yet rightful heir to the throne in mountains and 
in forests and at last found a prince of the line of Fariddun, Kai 
Kobad by name, on whom was to rest the crown of sovereignty. 


Bnd of the Peahdadian* 



THE KAYANIANS 


KAI KOBAD, 

As we learnt above separate communities of the Aryans lived 
in the hills and forests under different chieftains— some bound by 
the law of the supreme state and others as out-laws did in later 
times. They had their own conventional principles of living and 
their own nomenclatures. The community that dominated over 
others by dint of force of arms and had property in the form of land 
and cattle was looked upon as the most powerful. Barred from the 
centre of civilization which was settling itself somewhere in the 
northern half of Iran those tribes that lived beyond its pale were 
either forced out of their original residence dispossessed of land and 
property or were in search of light in the midst of darkness. They 
hovered on the borders as savage tribes would do and whenever op- 
portunity offered itself for one kind of gain or another they took 
the fullest advantage of it and at times never desisted from car- 
nage, rapine and all the savagery the rude old times exacted from 
the ferocity of human nature. 

In the dark days of Nowdar and Zoo some members of the 
royal family h^id fled away to the mountains of Alburz and were 
living there in a tribe under the name of “ Kavi *’ meaning “ the 
tribe of the priests ”, as religious feeling was dominant in their 
hearts over all the vulgar motives pertaining to material existence. 
This tribe was the progenitor of the Kayanians for it was from here 
that a member of the royal descent was found out who was placed 
pn the throne of Iran after Zoo. 



There are always mythical traditions attached to the various 
incidents of past history which circle found them in 
Kobad a halo of beauty and add a charm of fancy to the 
brought to bare records of history. It is said that once Kai Kobad 
the throne, saw in dream that an eagle and his mate were placing 
the crown of sovereignty on his head. He bethought 
himself a monarch and began to gather an adventurous band of 
fighters about him in the hope of one day fulfilling the rich pros- 
pects lengthened out to him in vision. The eagle is a bird that 
brings prosperity to one who has the good fortune of falling under 
the shade of its wings. The veracity of this is borne out by his- 
torians who have narrated how Tamerlane ( Taimur-e-Lang ) and 
Nadir Shah fell under the eagle’s shadow in their youthful days and 
afterwards became masters of vast empires. The two eagles were 
representative of the brave Rustam and his illustrious father Zal. 

The dream was realized in a short time, for, lo 1 when one 
day Kai Kobad was hunting in the mountains Rustam came sear- 
ching for the scion of the late house to take him to Iran for 
enthronement. They met and Rustam advanced from Alburz to 
the capital against the foe that had dispossessed the descendents of 
the once flourishing race of their lands and property. 

The wrath of Afrasiyab knew no bounds and he made a mighty 
preparation under his generals Akbas, Garsivaz and 
Defeat of others. Rustam led the Iranian ranks. On the right 
Afrasiyab. was the Shah of Cabool Mehrab by name ; on the 
left stood Gushtehem the brave son of Nowdar, while 
the centre was well guarded by Karan and Kishwad. As the tide 
of regiments rolled rank after rank under the gleaming light of the 
noonday sun their rude armours glittered with a dazzling light that 
shot terror through the heart of the enemy. And when the 
clouds of dust darkened the light of the sun, earth became 
smeared with blood and there were heaps of dead and dying soldiers 
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on the field of battle. Afrasiyab dressed in black armour came rush- 
ing forth through the thick of the combat oft wielding his ponderous 
mace on all sides and oft waving the flashing sword over the 
heads of the militant host. The brave Rustam then stirred forth 
to answer the call of duty and bring to submission the frenzied foe. 
On he flings his lasso on the girth of Afrasiyab and throws him on 
the earth rolling in dust. He is suddenly imprisoned and Rustam 
brings him in chains near the feet of the new sovereign of Iran, 
Kai Kobad. The fall of the arch-enemy brought destruction upon 
the whole of his army and it was a terribe one that Rustam brought 
down upon it. Thereupon, Afrasiyab sought terms of peace, and 
though he was allowed to return to his own country unharmed, yet, 
he had to pay a heavy penalty for his crime in the shape of cessa- 
tion of territory to the Iranians. This is the most important event 
of Kobad’s reign. Once crowned he ruled happily for a long time 
in peace and prosperity. His subjects were once more restored to 
that settled order of things which the Iranians in the days of the 
Peshdadians were accustomed to ; and they were glad to have one 
of their own blood to rule over them rather than be yoked to the 
tyranny of a foreign prince. That Kai Kobad was a good and just 
monarch can be seen from a number of villages he populated and 
the prosperous days that ensued thenceforth. 
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KAI KAUS. 


There appears to have been an unimportant ruler by the name 
of Kai Apiveh after Kai Kobad, who occupied the throne for a 
short period of time during which the country appears to have been 
peaceful and tranquil. Territorial acquisition, if any, was made 
by heroic warriors who flourished in this age and whose main task 
of life was to fight and conquer ; but what that was we cannot claim 
to show ; it is so obscure. 

But after Kai Apiveh there ascended on the throne of Iran an 
illustrious sovereign Kaus by name whose extensive conquests 
render his rule as glorious as do his own scientific discoveries 
and astronomical researches add to the intellectual acquirement 
of the country and his love with Princess Sudabeh of Assyria sheds 
an enhancing lustre of romance round his happy career. 

Poetry was more sung in the days of yore than written and 
read; and wandering minstrels had large audiences 
Conquests of attracted towards them in the halls of the rich as well 
Kaus. as in the cottages of the poor, as was the case 
in the border lands of Europe also, whose tales 
have been woven in rhyme by Walter Scott the spirited poet of the 
last century. Singing was not less a Persian art in its origin than 
is it looked upon to be Egyptian or Greek, and bards were always 
liberally supported at the hands of those who were styled patrons. 
Once, thus, there came a wandering singer from the mountains of 
Mazandaran to the court of Kaus and sang of the natural beauties 
of the realm and the lavish bounties God had liberally bestowed 
upon it. An ambitiousj’prince [like Kaus found suddenly therein 
an ample scope for the exercise of all his resources. But his dream 
of the conquest of Mazandaran could not be realized by its invasion, 
for the White demons ” who infested the territory were so power- 



ful and well equipped that they proved more than a match for the 
troops of Kaus. The whole Iranian army was defeated and taken 
prisoner. The brave king himself lay in a dark dungeon where not 
a breath of light could visit him and where to complete his 
unhappiness, savages were kept about him to keep him awake 
during night time by their hideous yells and to frighten him during 
day by their diabolical appearances. The whole Iran heard of 
Kaus’ imprisonment with more anger than sorrow and roused to 
fury Rustam flew to arms and advanced to the help of his sovereign 
and master with a large army. For seven days and nights did the 
faithful hero march on his way to Mazandaran suffering toil and 
fatigue and care and anxiety for the rescue of his beloved king in 
distress. It was not till he had successfully contended against seven 
great perils, one on each day, ( corresponding to Hercules’ Seven 
Labours in Greek History) that he finally reached his destination. 
Among these perils maybe enumerated fights with lions, boas, dra- 
gons and wild men. At last the Mazandaranis were defeated in their 
struggle with Rustam and brought under subjugation ; Kaus was 
freed and he nominated one of the commanders of his army to rule 
over the country. Though failed in his attempts against Mazandaran 
Kaus could not be deterred from further conquests in other distant 
regions, and accordingly, laid down an ambitious scheme of military 
enterprise to be carried on in Europe and Africa. There was ex- 
tensive province ot Berber in the north of Africa which is at present 
divided into a number of smaller states under different names such 
as Morocco, Egypt, Algiers and so on. The barbarians of this 
territory rose in rebellion against Kaus in conjunction with other 
disaffected neighbours who were always watching for a suitable 
opportunity to disenchain themselves from the tyrannical yoke of a 
foreign conqueror. But Kaus was more than a match for such a 
confederacy, and as soon as he carried an army into the heart of 
the barbarian territory the rebellion subsided and the rebels acknow- 
ledged the suzerainty of Kaus. 
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While passing through Assyria Kaus won the heart of Prin- 
cess Sudabeh and married her without the permission 
Kaus and of her father. The latter had lost considerable 
Sudabeh. power in the later revolts which were quelled by 
the Persian monarch. This had inflamed his 
wrath and now when he saw that the invader had dared to elope 
with his daughter his jealousy and fury were considerably excited. 
Consequently, the unfortunate pair were one day imprisoned by 
the incensed father when in their palace. Days of woe and sorrow 
ensued both for Kaus and Sudabeh. The Persian Bard has chanted 
this woe in his melodious rhyme. The absence of Kaus made 
his people at home anxious for his life ; and gave an easy passage 
for discomfited enemies like Afrasiyab to take advantage of the 
political confusion that almost always followed in the court of the 
Orientals when an unforeseen circumstance like the above took 
place. But, Rustam was at the helm and whereas on one hand 
he courageously drove the Turanian invader far beyond the Iranian 
borders, on the other, he drew the sword against the treacherous 
prince of Assyria and set him flying from his own territory. Add 
to this, he quelled the riotous spirit of Egypt and Syria high- 
handedly ; and Kaus was once more through his efforts safely 
restored to the throne. The sovereign naturally felt highly grate- 
ful to the eminent warrior and conferred upon him the much coveted 
title of " Jehan Pehelvan ** meaning the warrior of the world. 

After storm ensues peace is the order of Nature and thus the 
days of peace and prosperity ensued for Iran too and 
Kaus 1 Kaus began to rule with justice and with law. Himself 
Reforms, being gifted with much learning he tried to extirpate 
all superstitious beliefs and taught his people like 
his illustrious fore-father Jamshid to pursue the paths of knowledge 
and virtue. The invention of balloon is attributed to him in 
testimony of his great aspirations to'.search for the higher walks 
of learning ; also the first construction of an observatory in order 
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to study the movement of the stars and planets is supposed to have 
originated in his reign. This has always been a favourite topic of 
interest for all those ancients who sought for light in the midst of 
darkness. The cause of learning was dear to the heart of this 
monarch and in that way he rendered not a little help to the ad- 
vancement of civilization. A bent for intellectual cultivation in 
those dark ages was an event extraordinary in itself and Kaus, 
therefore, leaves behind him a glorious chapter in the history of his 
dynasty much envied by his more savage contemporaries. 


K7U 3IYAVUSH. 

The Avesta and other Pahalavi books mark down Siyavush 
the son of Kaus as holy-minded, pure and innocent. Rustam the 
most powerful man in the court of Kaus was given the charge of 
the young prince and he brought him up as an accomplished and 
an all-round able successor of an illustrious monarch like Kaus. 
The ancient Persians received both mental and physical education 
before stirring forth in life and Siyavush completed his course of 
learning in due time. 

But sad times were in store for the noble prince who was 
disgracefully made the victim of Sudabeh’s wicked love. This 
princess who was the wife of Kaus fell in love with the prince and 
when the latter spurned at her viles she avenged her wrath by 
openly disreputing him. But, Siyavush according to the custom 
prevailing in the past fre^d himself from the imputed guilt by 
passing through the ordeal of fire. But the vengeful Sudabeh got 
him out of her way on the death of Kaus and Afrasiyab hearing of 
the disturbance in the country of Iran invaded it once more. 
Siyavush resolved to meet him at Balkh where he defeated the 
Turani and dictated terms of peace which the latter accepted. 



But the influence of Siyavush was greatly weakened at the 
court by his uncles and Sudabeh and so he accepted 
Death of the professed friendship of Afrasiyab and entered 
Siyavush. his capital where he was received with great 
pomp. Siyavush married Firangiz the daughter of 
Afrasiyab, who brought him extensive territory in dowry. 
Siyavush began to live an ideal life in Kang Dazh a castle 
specially made for him on an artistic style by himself. But 
away from his native home the prince was not quite happy *and 
anxiously longed to return to Iran. In the meanwhile, Garsivaz 
a wicked Turanian prince filled the ears of the credulous Afrasiyab 
with evil tales about his son-in-law and created enmity between 
the two as a result of which Siyavush tried to flee away to Iran, 
but was imprisoned along with Firangiz in a dark dungeon by 
Afrasiyab and there murdered most cruelly. Thus came the end 
of the life of a prince who has been marked out as an instance of 
a victim that fell for his innocence and purity. 


Kfll KHU9RHO. 

Khusrao was one of the greatest of the Kayanians and as an 
iconoclast has achieved fame which is rendered immortal in the 
religious history of Iran. He was the founder of the Fire-Temple 
named after Adar Goshasp in the mountain of Asnavant in 
Azarbaijan. 

Khusrao was the son of Siyavush and to keep him away from 
the wrath of Afrasiyab he was sent away to the humble cottage of 
a shepherd far in the wood where he grew up to be a big lad fit to 
win back the lost crown of his illustrious father. In the country 
itself there was a revolution and when Rustam] left for Seistan the 
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court was greatly disappointed. On hearing of the murder of 
Siyavush the great soldier resolved to take vengeance upon the 
Turanis who 30,000 in number ranged before him on the borders of 
Iran. But they were defeated and Afrasiyab fled for his life 
towards Khotan while Rustam advanced upon his territory and 
burnt and destroyed his capital. 

In the meanwhile Giv was despatched in search of Khusrao and 
# when the latter was installed on the throne with all 

Trouble at due pomp and splendour the people were once more 
Court. happy and glad. But on the way he was pursued 

by Afrasiyab the inveterate enemy of Iran, yet 
destiny protected him against his vile aims and he had to return 
disappointed to his own country. 

Ere Khusrao could seat himself firmly on the throne of Iran 
he had to win his title to the crown by displaying his valour in 
taking the burning fort of Behmen Dazh against Fariborz a rival 
claimant to the throne set up by a disaffected party at the royal 
court headed by Toos a renowned fighter of the day. Firdausi the 
bard of Iran gives a very graphic* account of the Behmen Dazh 
and narrates how Khusrao captured it wading through a sea of 
engulfing fire and driving back the black demons resident in it. 
The Dazh was in Ardabil in the district of Azarbaijan and 
Khusrao erected a Fire Temple on the place of his glory. 

But Afrasiyab was still at liberty and Rustam would not rest 
till the blood of Siyavush had been avenged. 
Death of Therefore with a large force he once more advanced 
Afrasiyab. upon his foe and took the fort of Farood on the 
way. In the meanwhile dissensions arose in the 
Iranian army as a consequence of which Afrasiyab seemed to carry 
the day before him. Rustam did not directly take part in the 
fight but when he did he found Afrasiyab accompanied by some 
princes of the east such as Askaboos, Kaipoos and Shankal a|l of 



whom were left wallowing on the ground by the redoubtable 
warrior of Persia. Thereupon Puladvand a demon prince living in 
the neighbourhood was called by Afrasiyab for help but he too 
met with the same fate and Afrasiyab fled for his life into the 
wood. But gathering his scattered troops he once more tried 
issues with the Persians who were now put under the command of 
Gudarz and Faramarz. Afrasiyab was willing to sue for peace 
the terms of which were communicated to Khusrao by the emissary 
Shideh, but the former refused and went to fight the Turantans 
personally. Shideh the bravest hero of the Turanians, fell on the 
field of battle and Khusrao met Afrasiyab face to face, defeated 
him and drove him away from his country whence he fled to China 
and from there further on, till he hid himself in an unknown cave. 
Here he was avenged by one who descended from the family of 
Faridun and who was tyrannised over by the Turanian. Horn, for 
that was his name, murdered Afrasiyab in this obscure corner and 
brought about the end of his life who as long as he lived spared 
no efforts in diminishing the power of Persia and trying not 
unoften to terminate the very existence of the empire by vile and 
wicked means. 

All through the long reign of 60 years, Kai Khusrao seems 
to have the one great ideal of destroying the Turanian power 
in which he amply succeeded. Thereafter he set his mind 
away from the world and attached it to the more devout pursuits 
of the wisdom of God. He gave among others to Rustam and 
Zal, to Gudarz and Toos and Giv their due rewards, appointed 
Prince Lohrasp to the throne and retired to a corner of the wood 
to contemplate upon the name of God. He is believed in a divine 
frenzy to have commended his soul to God by falling into the lake 
of Chaichesteh. Khusrao’s reign was peaceful and happy and 
productive of many good and beneficent results to his people. 
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KAI LOHRA9P 

On his accession to the throne Lohrasp desiring to add to his 
possessions sent his great general Reham to the eastern countries 
even beyond India and Tibet to subdue some of the territories 
there. Reham was also sent after this to the west where he set the 
Darafsh-e-Kaveh floating in Syria and Damascus and other 
adjoining territories. But Lohrasp’s reign is covered over largely 
by the story of his sons pre-eminently Prince Gushtasp. He had 
four sons Ardashir, Shidasp, Gushtasp and Zarir, of whom the 
third was the most intelligent and valiant. Despairing to 
get the throne of Iran for himself being the third son he ventured 
on a journey to India and during that time and after learnt the 
lessons of adversity that helped in the growth of hi§ character and 
the building of his future greatness. He served a prince in the 
way as the keeper of his camel, a blacksmith as his page, relieved 
the poor of their poverty and helped the distressed as a knight 
militant did in Europe in days of yore. Thus he won his way 
gradually to the palace of the Syrian prince whose daughter 
Kitaboon was fair and fell in love with the young adventurer. 
Gushtasp displayed his valour in the campaign of the rival suitors 
and deservedly won the noble princess. But she incurred her 
father’s displeasure and the couple ran far away from the territory 
of the enraged father till at last they were induced to return to 
Persia by Zarir, where old Lohrasp was still living and was anxious 
to retire as was the custom among old Kings in Persia. Gushtasp 
was duly installed on the throne and he commenced a glorious 
career. 


4 
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KKI OU9HTASP, 

Gushtasp's reign is more noted for the rise of Zarathushtra 
and the spread of his religion in which he greatly helped than for 
any other historical incident of note. The great Prophet took his 
birth in the days of Gushtasp and has thus rendered the latter's 
name ever memorable in the history of the world. 

In the sacred Avesta of the Parsees, Gushtasp stands second 
to none but Jamshid. He is recorded to have achieved great glories 
which extended as far as China where he defeated king Arjasp 
by the help of the great Prophet. Gushtasp freed the communities 
of people from the yoke of polytheism and showed them the 
way to monotheism as taught by Zarathustra. Not only did he 
profess Zarathushtra’s creed himself but he also caused the 
Prophet's tenets to be followed even by his own queens and 
children. 

Gushtasp having found a noblest religion for humanity was 
the first to raise up the standard of crusade against 
Gushtasp’s non-believers and his first was led against Arjasp 
War of who was not only paid his dues owed by Gushtasp 
Religion, but found an army of white-clad Zoroastrian 
soldiers at his gates ready to attack him. If Arjasp 
accepted the new faith Gushtasp would not only desist from 
carrying an invasion but would also pay him his dues, but he met 
with an impudent denial and war ensued in which Asfandiyar 
the glorious son of Gushtasp took a leading part. Asfandiyar 
defeated the foe and furthered the cause of Zoroastrianism by 
leading the flag of Darafsh onward still in different regions. 

But in the days of yore as history is full of incidents in which 
the credulity of the father brought about the destruction of the 
child, so, the last part of Gushtasp's reign is covered over with the 
sad tale of his son’s death brought about by the villany of some 
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courtiers who played upon the credulous mind of the old king, 
Gurzam the evil genius of Asfandiyar, startled the kiqg with the 
news of his growing ambition to acquire the throne in his own 
hands ; and in spite of all the pursuasions of Hakim Jamasp the 
unrelenting monarch imprisoned the promising youth and would 
not release him till the wary Arjasp once pounced upon the capital 
noticing the absence of Rustam who had gone to Seistan and of 
Gushtasp who had gone on a religious mission and the feuds 
prevailing in the royal family. Asfandiyar drove away Arjasp for 
the second time from Persia. 

Gushtasp by this time had attained to the zenith of his glory 
and the Iranian empire extended as far as China in the east to the 
Mediterranean in the west and modern Arabia in the south. 
Zoroastrianism seems to have spread all over this vast region 
of land. 

But Gurzam was still the master of the situation and once 
again sowed the seeds of dissension between the 

End of father and the son. Accordingly, the former embit- 
Rustam and tered Rustam’s feelings against his own son and a 
Asfandiyar. tourney was arranged between the two warriors. 

Once while at conversation in the royal palace 
Asfandiyar pressed Rustam’s hand with the iron glove on and the 
latter then really felt the greatness of his combatant’s strength. 
Rustam arranged the tournament the next day and while 
at fight fought hard till Asfandiyar exhausted the strength of 
his enemy. Rustam knew his enemy’s body was invulnerable ; so 
he shot an arrow in the eye through the visor. Asfandiyar imme- 
diately fell dead and dying left a curse upon Rustam that he should 
fall after him. The curse was fulfilled and Rustam fell a prey at 
the hand of Shughad a noforious traitor and illegal son of Zal. 
While hunting, Rustam’s Rakhsh got entangled in a thicket and 
his murderer rained a shower of arrows upon his body and thus 
terminated his life. 



With the fall of great warriors like Rustam and Asfandiyar 
came the unhappy end of Kayanian Iran. Gushtasp now reigned 
for a few years more in unhappiness and misery and on knowing 
that his ill-fated son had been victimized by the wickedness of 
Gurzam he punished him with death and himself died unknown. 
The rise and spread of Zoroastrianism were mainly due to him and 
had his great son Asfandiyar lived, he an ardent disciple of the 
great Magian Prophet, would have helped in its spread on a far 
larger scale. 

The Shah Nameh as well as religious books like the Avesta, 
the Yashtas, the Bundehesh have no information to give us on 
the period after the Kayanian dynasty. 


End of the Kayanlans. 



ACH<EMENIAN DYNASTY 


There are four main divisions of Persian history of which the 
last two are looked upon as truly historical, and the first of them 
relates to the Achoemenian dynasty. Between the Kayanians and 
the Achoemenians there is a large gap which is covered over by 
periods, not hitherto decided. But at the beginning of the 
Achoemenian line the kingdom of Iran was governed by various 
conflicting tribes each of which had captured a part of the country. 
Before we pass on to the rise of the Achoemenian empire we shall 
briefly touch upon the geography of the ancient Persian Kingdom. 

The historical veracity of this empire is attested by re- 
searches made by Sir George Rawlinson, Grotfend 
The Achoe- and Heeren and by the scholarly compositions of 
menians. many Greek and other historians. When the empire 
was at the zenith of its glory it extended over an 
area of twenty lacs of square miles. It stretched from the Caspian 
Sea in the North to the Indian ocean in the South and from 
Tibet in the East to Gaul in the West. The name Persia came 
into being from the word Perses a small tract r of land somewhere 
in the north of modern Persia. Here lived the forefathers of the 
Parsis in small bands under the oppressive rule of successive 
sovereign tribes that flourished one time or another during the 
long period of obscurity. They were devoted'to"‘three'outstanding 
virtues namely to speak the truth, to ride the horse and, to shoot 
the arrow. They were •great"', warriors and sculptors, the proofs 
of the former being their extensive conquests and of the latter the 
many astonishing works of art they have made in abysses and 
mountain recesses which have stood undaunted the tide of time 
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and the fury of destruction. Even Herodotus the Greek historian, 
who has spared no effort to disparage the glory of the Persians 
has often in his writings applauded the Persians for their heroism 
and art. The Achcemenians were Zoroastrians of a loose type 
and in other social ways and customs they were much akin to the 
Kayanian Zoroastrians. They were a bold, hardy race always 
emulating deeds of valour and heroism and prepared to meet a 
sudden foe or carry an invasion upon a distant land. Kind and 
generous-hearted they never tormented a conquered foe nor 
trampled upon him by reducing him to slavery, by laying violent 
hands upon his possessions or by plundering and burning his 
towns and villages. Being born for fighting the Achoemenians 
paid little heed to industry, mental arts, and sciences, all their needs 
being supplied by the conquered countries lying on the outskirts ; but 
the only one in which they excelled was sculpture and architecture 
the best specimens of which were in Susa, Hamadan and Perse- 
polis. Carvings on the walls of palaces, forts and places of worship, 
carvings on cemetarial constructions, carvings on household wares 
and even on ornaments, such as rings, were the fashion of the 
times. 

As regards the religion of the Achcemenians we may state 
here in passing that they believed in Ahura Mazda, 
Their the all potent deity, and put faith in the existence 

Religion, of the two Powers called Good and Evil. In the 

process of time, as they came in close touch with 
the Egyptians, the Greeks and such other various monotheistic 
tribes a spirit of Magism, star-worship and such other religious 
immoralities came into vogue. But one thing that stands out 
pre-eminently in their ideals of religious belief is that they were 
highly tolerant towards all the conquered nations and coerced 
rights to them to cherish their own creeds. 



ASTYAGES. 


The term Achoemenian is an adjective from Achoemenius 
who was a Persian official of no mean order, ruling over the sin all 
territory of Perses under the suzerainty of the Assyrians and, who 
founded the Achoemenian empire. In their declining days the 
Assyrians also lost their supremecy over the Median empire and, 
in B. C. 593 Astyages, a Mede rebel, threw off the Assyrian yoke 
and founded an independent sovereignty! in Media in the neighbour- 
hood of Perses. He had a daughter Mendane by name, who was 
ultimately married to Achoemenius, as Herodotus says on good 
authority. Thereafter, Astyages once saw in a dream that Mendane 
bore a vine tendril the branches and leaves of which grew so far and 
wide that the whole of Asia was covered with its foliage. Astrologers 
interpreted the dream saying that Mendane would give birth to a 
child that would be the master of whole Asia, and Astyages* venge- 
ance was roused wjio ordered the child to be murdered, as soon as 
born. But by the good services of a nobleman he was saved and 
established himself, when he grew into boyhood, as the ruler of 
Perses in his father’s place. This boy prince was none other 
than Cyrus the real founder of the Achoemenide dynasty. Cyrus 
afterwards rebelled against the oppressive rule of Astyages the 
Mede and determining to throw off his yoke prepared for war and 
overthrew him near Persegedis, the impregnable fort of the 
Persians. The fall of Media took place in about 560 B. C. along 
with the fall of Astyages and Cyrus included the Median territory 
in his domain. 



[ 32 ] 


CYRUS. 

As noticed above he was the son of Achoemenius and 
Mendane. Like all great conquerors of the world, he rose from the 
humblest station of life to the highest position of rulership by dint 
of power and ability. He was born somewhere in the beginning 
of the fifth century B. C. and had to be removed to a forest under 
the paternal care of a good shepherd in order to flee from the 
danger of a possible murder at the hand, of his grand-father 
Astyages. On the latter’s defeat in the last battle, Cyrus captured 
Hamadan his capital town and thus became the ruler of a territory, 
as far as Khorasan. 

Thereafter, he turned his eyes towards Lydia in the west the 
far-famed land of wealth and riches ruled over by the 
Cyrus’ well-known miser king Korah or Croesus. Croesus 

Conquests, on seeing the rising power of the Persians, 

wanted to nip the flower in the bud. Consequently, 
the superstitious monarch consulted Apollo and Jupiter. The 
Gods replied that the result of the invasion would be the destruction 
of a mighty monarchy, but they did not say which it was and 
Croesus contented himself with the belief that the mighty 
monarchy doomed to fall was the Persian. With the help of 
the Spartans, Croesus advanced as far as Capadocia and invaded 
the territory belonging to Cyrus who defeated him in a battle in 
the west of Capadocia and laid siege to Sardis, the capital town of 
Croesus. Sardis the then wealthiest town of Western Asia fell 
and Croesus was taken in chains to Cyrus who treated him with 
kindness and made him his life-long friend. Cyrus left Tabalus a 
Persian nobleman, in possession of Sardis and ordered Pactias to 
bring home the immense riches of Croesus. The latter rebelled 
against the authority of Cyrus but was punished by Mazaris the 
Mede commander who was deputed to crush the rebellion. On the 
death of the latter Harpagus another Mede soldier, took command 
pf the army. 
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The fall of Lydia the most powerful kingdom to the east of 
the Aegean, roused many a Greek state lying scattered beyond the 
Bosphorus. The Ionians and the Aeoleans whetted their sabres to 
avert the impending foe. But Harpagus was more than a match 
for them and gave them a crushing defeat in their own respective 
territories. The fall of Phocia, Caria, Toenos and Lycia brought 
about general peace and quietness on the newly extended frontiers 
of the Persian dominion. 

In the meanwhile Cyrus girded up his loins against the 
Bactrians who had established themselves as a small 
Cyrus kingdom by throwing off the Assyrian yoke and who 
Victorious, now wanted to curb the rising power of Cyrus. 

Reasons vary as regards the cause of the fight 
but all historians agree as to the defeat of the Bactrians. The 
work of an empire-builder is in the first place conquest, and 
Cyrus therefore proceeding further with his work, conquered 
Hyrcania, Parthia, Arya, Ski etc. No cause is assigned to any, but 
Herodotus states that Cyrus subdued the northern territories and 
brought to the knee whatsoever people he came in the way. 

Babylonia, the ancient treasure-house of riches as well as learn* 
ing, stood divided into two parts by the fruitful river Euphrates. 
The Babylonians worshipped the image of Jupiter Bellus in a tem- 
ple made of gold and watched by a votaress. In habits of life 
they followed such customs as can be considered morally depraved, 
such as sale of marriageable girls, application of perfumes on the 
body and even prostitution. There was an increase of wealth 
but a decay of men and so Babylonia could fall an easy prey to a 
strong military race like the Persians. Nabonadius the successor 
of Nebuchadnazar now ruled in Babylonia and made preparations 
to withstand the coming tide of invasion at the hand of Cyrus 
who began his military preparations by laying siege to Babylon. 
One night when the Babylonians were given to feasting and 
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merriment Cyrus ordered his men to empty the river Gindis from 
which the people got a regular supply of water and thus they were 
compelled to give in. Xenophon in his Cyropoedia gives a very 
emulative record of the conquest of Babylon. Nabonadius too 
willingly submitted and the generous Persian emperor nominated 
him the governor ofKermania. With the passing of Babylonia 
into the hands of Cyrus the people that were groaning under the 
rule of their past oppressive kings breathed a sigh of relief-chief 
among whom were the Jews who showed their loyalty not only by 
supporting his rule but also by chronicling the event in their holy 
books in which he is reverently called “Khoresh”, i. e. y the sun. 

There remained one more expedition to be carried on by 
Cyrus before he died and that was an invasion upon a tribe 
named Masagatoe by name that lived in the north-west of Perses. 
They descended from the Turanians and subscribed to many a vile 
custom, such as human sacrifice and cannibalism. Their ruler 
now was a queen Tomiris by name. She sent a foul message 
to Cyrus forbidding him to cross the Oxus when the latter pre- 
pared for war on the Masagatoe who were a kind of constant 
annoyance to the frontier residents of Persia. The result of this 
invasion is uncertain but it seems likely that Cyrus had to retire 
for preparations for a contemplated invasion upon Egypt which 
proved abortive as the king died suddenly in about 529 B. C. 

The history of a war-like race means a record of the military 
glory of the people, but the Persians were something 

Cyrus* more than mere pursuivants after conquest and 
Reforms. aggrandisement as will be testified from the healthy 
administrative reforms which Cyrus introduced 
in the territories he conquered and freedom and independence 
he gave to all who submitted to his rule. Xenophon in 
his 4 Cyropoedia* emulates his valour and eulogises his great 
talents for rulership. Even Herodotus acknowledges Cyrus 



to be a very specimen of a just and wise monarch. He was brave 
and generous to the fallen foe whom he never reduced to slavery 
as was the practice among ancient conquerors. He gave liberty of 
worship to all and though a hater of idol-worship he was not an 
iconoclast. He preserved the sacred temples of the Babylonians 
and as he gave religious freedom to the Jews he is looked upon by 
them as a prophet. Rasam an English traveller, Rawlinson, 
the historian among the moderns and Strabo, Ktesias, Plutarch 
and others among the ancients have discovered several inscriptions 
of Cyrus which amply bear witness to the piety, charity, love and 
faith of this great founder of the Achoemenian dynasty. 


CAMBYSES. 

At the time of Cyrus's death the Persian empire stretched as 
far north as the northern boundary of modern Persia, as far west 
as Babylonia, and in the east and south the boundaries were not 
determined. But before Cyrus died he had left the conquest of 
Egypt unfinished and the duty of it devolved on the brave should- 
ers of his valiant son Cambyses. Egypt was ruled by Amasis 
who himself had rebelled against his own sovereign and given 
much trouble to Cyrus also, for which Cyrus had to punish him by 
compelling him to pay an annual tribute. On the death of 
Cyrus, Amasis withdrew his annual present and Cambyses pre- 
pared for an invasion. In the meanwhile, Amasis died and the 
throne passed away into the hands of his son Samanitus who 
took up a strong, fortified position at Pelusium near the mouth of 
the Nile, Cambyses passed through the plains of Syria and 
met the enemy at the aforesaid place, giving him a heavy defeat 
there and forcing the hostile army to retreat into Memphis the 
capital town of Egypt, which fell into the hands of the Persians 
after a long siege. Greek historians affirm that Cambyses took 
a heavy vengeance upon the unfortunate Egyptians including 



the members of the royal family, but facts prove that Cambyses 
gave them religious freedom and political independence in grateful 
memory of which Egyptian chroniclers have styled him “Ramesot” 
meaning “ of the solar line.” 

The ambitious conqueror now carried his shining cohorts into 
the dark regions of Oethiopia in the south of Egypt 
Egyptian crossing over the vast sandy deserts and plains of 
Conquest. Lybia. In the way his provisions ran scanty ; 

moreover, the Phoenician and Cyprian fleets that 
aie of his salt and on whose help depended the future of this 
expedition, left off his fold and consequently the invasion proved 
abortive and the disheartened prince returned to Memphis. 

But he returned to Memphis only to see Egypt ablaze with 
rebellion in which the Magi or the holy priests of the temples took 
the chief part, Cambyses had more or less played the role of 
an iconoclast in the early days of the invasion and thus had 
irritated the feelings of these holy guardians of idols. The failure 
of the Oethiopian expedition gave to the disaffected priests, 
therefore, an occasion for celebrating a festival styled the festival 
of Apis or the black Bull. Cambyses' wrath knew no bounds and 
according to Plutarch he appeased it by killing the Bull and 
throwing his flesh to the dogs and meting out punishment to the 
ringleaders. 

Cambyses bore a different stamp of nature from his illustrious 
father Cyrus. He was cruel and treacherous and when he murdered 
his own brother Smardis for some unknown cause the great 
Avenger retributed a heavy punishment upon him. An impostor 
by the name of Smardis took possession of the Persian throne and 
taking all the Persian nobles into his confidence declared war upon 
Cambyses. The latter in his fury ran back to Persia but died on 
the way in 522 B. C. His name was a terror to the Egyptians. He 
penetrated the most savage parts of the earth and was a daring 
brave prince. 



SMARDIS. 


When Cambyses was carrying on his victorious campaign in 
Egypt, his brother was reported to have taken the reins of govern- 
ment in his own hands whereupon the former ordered one 
Prixaspes to go to Persia and murder the young usurper. No one 
was in possession of this knowledge of the secret murder except a 
Magi, Gomatis by name, who now posed himself as the murdered 
youth and ascended the vacant throne with the unanimous consent 
of the nobles of the court. The Magi was sufficiently welbversed in 
the art of cunning and so took the murderer into his confidence 
but well goes the saying, “murder will be out ” and Prixaspes’ 
conscience stung him and so in a public manifesto he made a free 
acknowledgment of the deed. The impostor’s crime was detected 
and the whole of Perses was up in arms under the leadership of 
seven noblemen of royal blood, chief of whom was Darius who 
descended directly from Achoemenius. They carried an attack 
one night upon Gomatis’ palace and killed him and nominated 
Darius successor to Cambyses. Darius in one of his inscriptions on 
the rocks of Bihistun, relates the whole history and thanks God for 
giving right to the right. Gomatis fills up an interregnum of 
about a year in the course of which he tried to establish the 
supremacy of the Magi form of worship in Persian temples and 
of Magi influence in the Persian Court. The new-fangled changes 
continued for a long time and some of our vulcan ceremonies 
we owe to this period. 
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DARIUS HYSTASPES. 

Cyrus founded the Persian empire but it was Darius Hystaspes 
that raised its name and glory and made it feared abroad* He 
stretched its boundaries far to the east and west and was the first 
Asiatic to plant the standard of the east in the heart of the 
west. In his reign the Persians got military and naval victories 
over one of the foremost races of the world, namely the Greeks and 
constructed such masterpieces of art as are to-day some of the 
wonders of the world. In the acquisition of territories as well as the 
administration of the countries, he used such a wise and fore-sighted 
policy that he is looked upon by historians as the first Asiatic 
prince that gave religious toleration, political freedom and 
personal liberty to his subjects. Once Cyrus saw a dream, says 
Herodotus, in which he saw the figure of Darius with two wings on 
either side— one sheltering Asia and the other stretched over 
Europe. Indeed the great founder of the new empire must have 
been inspired with abiding hopes of the permanence of his dynasty 
and the great glory it would attain. On the murder of Gomatis 
many a zealous patriot went in for establishing a republic in Perses 
but the majority of people guided by Darius maintained the theory 
of monarchy and all unanimously agreed upon the nomination of 
Darius to the throne. His work as soon as he came to the throne, 
was difficult for he had to quell the fire of rebellion that had arisen 
in different parts of the Persian territory. The rebellion of the 
Babylonians under Nidintabilis was the most terrible of all ; but 
the Persian navy under Darius himself crossed the Tigris and 
invaded the rebel country. When Gobrias his generalissimo attacked 
it by land Nidintabilis fled into his own fortress and perished there 
fighting till the last when Babylonia fell into the hands of Darius. 

Another rebellion took place in Media under Phraortis and one 
more still in Armenia against both of which Darius 
Rebellion in despatched troops under able commanders who 
Media. gave them a total defeat, while Darius himself 

was engaged in suppressing the rebellion of 
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Babylon where disaffected, disloyal gangs of non-Persians were 
collecting all their military resources* Phraortis the Mede fled 
away to Ragis or Raya but Darius after hot pursuit captured him 
and inflicted a severe punishment upon him, for he was also instru- 
mental in raising two more rebellions viz., at Parthia and Hyrcania. 
A martial race is not a race of cautious rulers and therefore 
whenever a Persian monarch died his successor had to withstand 
rebellions everywhere. Thus Darius had to fight, as is found from 
his inscriptions, against no less than nine rebels in nineteen battles, 
and the terror and dread he inspired in them all served him in 
strengthening his power and establishing his authority which was 
readily acknowledged wherever he went. 

Not only did non-Persians rise in rebellion but even Persian 
nobles nominated to govern some scattered provinces took the 
opportunity of directly or indirectly instigating the people to revolt, 
one of whom was Orontes the governor of Sardis. Bound by 
allegiance, he ought to have sent help to Darius in his expeditions 
in the west, but on the contrary, he fanned the flame of revolt. On 
the detection of the crime Darius ordered his head to be cut off. 
The same fate befell the Egyptian ruler Aryandis who stamped 
counterfeit coins and declared himself independent. 

The closing years of Darius' reign were passed in suppressing 
the different revolts as we noticed above, where- 
Conquest of after he turned his eagle eye both to the east 
India. and to the west. Cyrus had proclaimed his 
authority as far as Afghanistan and by the time 
Darius sat on the throne some Persians and other foreigners who 
were brought under his sway had gone over to the other side of 
the river Indus. One of the latter was Scylacus, a Greek spy, who 
told very alluring tales to Darius about the fertile region beyond 
the Indus. The ambitious prince led his troops in person in a 
strong navy and defeated the Hindu monarchs reigning there, In 
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later periods these Achoemenians helped the Hindu kings in their 
architectural constructions the unearthment of which has to-day 
revealed some note-worthy chapters of ancient history. 

That the ancient Achoemenians were as great sailors as 
soldiers, is borne out by the frequent expeditions they undertook 
especially on the west one of which was despatched to Greece 
and the Aegean isles, Once Damocides a Greek physician cured 
Darius of the spraining of his ankle, so the story runs, and his 
queen of a disease, in return for which Darius gave him immense 
wealth but wished him to stay in Persia which Damocides would 
not do. Then Darius sent him back on a promise that he would 
return. The latter did not keep his word and in addition made 
difficult the position of a few Persian guards sent along with him 
to Greece. Gilby a Tarentine rescued them and in return begged 
Darius to restore him to his lost kingdom of Tarentum. Darius 
sent a strong fleet, took the island of Samos and settled the 
Tarentine affair. 

The revolt of the Babylonians a second time required the 
attention of the monarch to be turned towards it after the naval 
adventure of Tarentum. The Babylonians mindful of the devices 
played upon them by Darius last time took all possible care to foil 
him now at any risk. But Zopirus the daring son of Magbazus, an 
Iranian nobleman, contrived a plan by which he meanly mixed with 
the Babylonians and then once on a suitable opportunity being 
found, opened up the gates of the town through which Darius 
entered and after a terrible carnage regained the rebel province 
of Babylon which was entrusted to Zopirus for government. 

In the south of Russia there lived a nomadic tribe of free- 
booters Scythians by name, who made frequent 
Revolt in inroads upon the northern frontiers of the Persian 

Scythia. territory. Thus they needed punishment and 

Darius prepared for a fresh expedition. The 
Scythians worshipped the five elements, wore long hair and were 



cannibals by nature. Darius marched from Susa with an army of 
800,000 soldiers. As the path was fraught with difficulties 
Artibanis the king's brother warned him of the danger but the 
resolute prince crossed the Bosphorus by a bridge of boats at each 
end of which was built a marble column bearing inscriptions 
in very glowing terms recording the glory of the Prince. 
Darius issued orders to the conquered communities to gather 
their fleets to his help and entered Thrace encamping on 
the river Tiaras. Thereafter, he crossed the river Danube and 
pulling down the bridge rather rashly as will be seen later on 
advanced upon the wilds of Scythia. The Scythians on the other 
hand, under their king Idanthirsus laid a net-work of ignoble 
plans by poisoning the wells and laying waste the country on the 
precincts. Idanthirsus despatched four armies in different direc- 
tions and when Darius crossed the river Tanais he found the 
country deserted and the fields barren. He proceeded further and 
when he was completely in the heart of the Scythian country he 
sent word to Idanthirsus to prepare for battle. But the cowardly 
nomad lay in ambush and made only night sorties. Alone in a 
foreign land, with neither food nor arms to help and a cowardly 
foe harassing an aspiring enemy, Darius thought it unwise to stay 
in Scythia any longer and he began his homeward march, but not 
until he had planted his standard in the soil. He came as far back 
as Thrace when he was much harassed on the way by a Greek 
brigand chief Miltiades who' incited the CEonians to throw off the 
shackles of Persian rule. A prince like Darius was too princely to 
let the rebels go unpunished and he ordered Magbazus to invade 
the territories adjoining Thrace. The latter executed the orders 
by a summary capture of the whole of Macedonia. In the mean- 
while Darius had gone back to his capital Susa. 

The conquest of Scythia was not worthily glorious of the name 
of Darius and on his retreat he suffered much at the hands of 
6 
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wandering martial races on the outskirts of the Aegean, particularly 
as the bridge across the Bosphorus was broken by his order and 
his passage lay through the tractless wilds of Thrace. 

In the group of the Cyclades there was an island called Nexos 
which joined the CEonians in a rebellion raised at 
Naval the imprisonment of Histoeus the king of Mylitus. 

Victories. The latter was presented with a very important 
Thracian harbour Myrsinus in return for his 
Services in the Scythian expedition. But for political reasons 
afterwards his imprisonment was thought necessary by Darius. 
Aristogoras the son-in-law of Histoeus called upon the people to 
take up arms against Darius and sought the help of Artapharnis 
the Lydian ruler. Nexos was the scene of battle and though 
Aristogoras was ready with his troops yet his treacherous helper 
did not come and so he went to Sparta for help, but Cleomenes the 
Spartan ruler dared not oppose the legions that had conquered 
Thrace and ordered the disappointed rebel to leave his court. But 
he succeeded in one more venture for help which he sought from 
Athens whence Hypias had been exiled at the instigation of Sparta. 
The Athenians and the Eretrians landed at Ephesus. Aristogoras 
spread the flame of rebellion with their aid as far as Byzantium, 
including Cyprus and the adjoining islands but Darisis, Hoemus 
and Otanis the brave generalissmos of Darius’ army drove back the 
advancing tide. They laid siege to all the inflamed places and 
quelled disaffection by rigorous means. With the death of 
Aristogoras the CEonian rebellion came to an end. But punish- 
ment must descend upon the heads of the culprits and King Darius 
prepared a fleet principally consisting of the Phoenician sailors to 
invade the CEonian capital Myletus which responded by similar 
preparations under Dionysius. A naval battle took place at Ladoe 
in which Dionysius was defeated. Myletus was besieged and the 
enemy pardoned. In the next spring season the other islands of 
w the Archipalego were subdued and Mijtiades the Athenian brigand 



fled away to his native country when the CEonian rebellion 
completely terminated. 

But the greatest of all expeditions Darius undertook w§s 
against Athens. The Spartans had wisely kept 
Greek themselves aloof from all antagonistic movements. 

Invasion. But the Athenians being under no settled government 
had developed themselves into free-booters and had 
a direct hand in raising the many rebellions we noted above. 
Unless they were punished there would be no safety on the out- 
skirts of the Persian empire and Mardonius was sent with a strong 
fleet to cross the Hellespont. On the way, Mardonius had to pass 
by Athos, a long mountain-chain. Here he met with a sad fate 
and his invasion proved abortive. Darius now resolved to 
personally carry on war and taking with him Demaratus the exiled 
co ruler of Sparta he anchored in the ports of Eretria. The 
Eretrians sought shelter in their forts which were now besieged by 
the Persians and at last taken, when ail their temples were 
destroyed. The conquering legions now advanced further and 
placed their foot on the soil of Athens. The Athenian troops 
were mobilised in the field of Marathon and lay awaiting the 
threatened invasion. The Persians encamped at a mile distant 
from the Athenians. The battle began on a full-moon day and 
the rear of the enemy was cut up but soon they grew desperate and 
hollowed up the Persian ranks, who suffered terribly and retreated 
to Athens. Darius was not on the scene of battle, and the Persians 
thinking themselves to be quite unsafe in the hands of Artaphernes 
their leader, crossed over to Asia. Miltiades now succeeded in 
raising a rebellion among the Egyptian subjects of the crown and 
Darius old and feeble though he was, now roused himself to action 
and determined to punish the foes beyond the Bosphorus. But 
before the preparations were over Darius died at an advanced age 
of 64. 



Nothing now remains to be told of this eminent ruler except a 
few words his wise administration guided by lofty 
Darius’ Ad- principles of wisdom and foresight. He was a 
ministration, prince of peace and sought establish peaceful 
government everywhere. He divided the country 
into equal parts, each under a Satrap or viceroy, who supervised 
justice and revenue. Each province had, along with the Satrap, 
a commander-in-chief of the army independent of the Satrap. Then 
there were errant commissioners, who kept the king informed of 
the working of the machinery in each province. The first postal 
system in Asia was instituted by -Darius, who arranged mails to 
be carried by cavalry soldiers at regular intervals. The king took 
care to nominate, as far as possible, his own relations to the head 
of every department, but at the same time was not so unjust as 
to overlook the claims of loyal subjects, even though they ranked 
among some of the conquered races. The king had under him 
over twenty Satrapies, which brought him an annual tribute of 
millions. He encouraged arts and industry, the living memorials, 
of which are found to day too in the ruins of his capital. The 
greatest engineering work recorded to the glory of the ancient 
Achoemenians namely the Suez Canal was constructed by Darius. 



XERXES. 


As soon as Xerxes ascended the throne in 485 B. C. his 
attention was drawn towards the rebellion in Egypt. Though 
Darius had given the Egyptians the liberty of worship, and an 
independent government, yet at the instigation of Miltiades they 
took up arms against the Persians, on their defeat at Marathon and 
Xerxes resolved to once more establish peace and order. He 
attacked Memphis the city of sombre wonders and captured it. 
With that fell Egypt once more into the hands of the Persians. 

But greater than this invasion was that which Xerxes prepared 
to vindicate the glory of Persia, which had been 
Invasion of marred by the defeat of Marathon ; and the 
Greece. preparations are a record in themselves of marvellous 

resources and great ingenious powers of the 
Persian military. The most heroic expedition that the Asiatics 
carried over the west with undisputed success is a chapter in the 
history not only of the Persians but all the races of the east, which 
unfolds truths about their physical stamina and almost super- 
human courage and valour. Rivers were bridged over, mountains 
were hollowed, woods and forests were cut up by sappers, and all 
the inhabited country through which the passage of the army lay 
had to provide the marching hosts with food and water, with men 
and money. The Phoenicians, Syrians, Egyptians, Cyprians, etc.— 
held their strong fleets at the feet of the all commanding suzerain, 
and the innumerable Asiatic races from the savage Scythian to the 
civilized Aryan ranked among the land forces. A strong bridge 
was built across the Hellespont to march the land troops from 
Asia to Europe and a canal at Athos to land the Persian sailors. 

In the sixth year of his rule Xerxes advanced from Susa 
to Sardis and demanded from thence earth and water from Athens 
and Sparta, but the latter refusing the advanced guard of the 
Persian troops made a further move, The procession with Xerxes’ 
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chariot in the centre preceded by that of Jupiter drawn by 8 white 
steeds of renown, with thousands of brave Persian soldiers among 
whom marched the ten thousand “ Immortals 99 in the centre, was 
one of the grandest put forth in the field of battle. Xerxes had to 
undergo a number of difficulties created by disloyal states but they 
were all surmounted by a domimant will and resolute courage and 
at last the monarch stood ready armed on the other side of the 
Spartan states. 

On the other side the Greeks under an able leader called 
Themistocles flocked together in devoted service to their mother 
land, at the pass of Thermopyloe close to Sparta where they could 
conveniently hide themselves in case of defeat and lodged their 
navy at Artemisium. The Persian navy began by driving the 
Greek fleet back, whereupon the magnificent army commenced its 
onslaught on the narrow pass now so bravely defended by a great 
Spartan general Leonidas with a few thousand daring soldiers. 
Leonidas and his army were defeated and slaughtered to a man, but 
the victory got by the Persians was more than counterbalanced by 
the heroic resistance that this handful of patriots offered to them 
under trying circumstances. 

Another battle was fought near Artemisium where Euribyades 
the Spartan leader met with a disastrous fate. The struggle was 
highly contested here and when the news of the simultaneous defeat 
at Thermophyloe was also received a cloud of general despondency 
settled over the country. Xerxes advanced further devastating the 
country till he came to the temple of Delphi which be laid waste, 
for it was mete such a home of heathen worship were razed to the 
earth. Reaching Athens his general advised him to give another 
naval battle to the Athenians at Salamis which he did but the 
Persians here did not have as decisive a victory as the one at 
Artemisium. For long the Greeks could not regain the ground— 
so crushing was their fall. Now Xerxes retired to Persia leaving 
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the expedition to be finished by his brave admiral Mardonius who 
advanced from Thessaly and met the combined armies of Athens 
and Sparta at Plataea. Pressed by hunger and exhausted by the 
continual raids of the Persian cavalry the enemy retreated and on 
Mardonius* death in the battle-field the remnants of the Persian 
cohorts also retired to their long looked-for home. The expedition 
though not quite a success inspired terror in the hearts of the 
Greeks and for long held them bound fast to their soil on the other 
side of the Aegean. Xerxes, in so doing may have had to resort to 
cruel ways but we must remember war has its own fury and those 
were days of stern militarism. 

Xerxes died in 465 B. C. He was a lover of arts and industry, 
living examples of which can still be witnessed in the ruins of 
Persepolis, 
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behmen or artaxerxes 

LONGIMANUS. 

In the age of militarism we have no administration and among 
Achoemenian sovereigns we perceive the same weakness as what 
we find among Moghul rulers, namely that after the death of the 
father the children plotted against each other and he that displayed 
the greatest strategic talents became the acknowledged head of the 
country. Thus, after Xerxes his son Behmen or as the Greeks call 
him Artaxerxes killed his elder brother Dara, defeated another who 
ruled Bactria and ascended the throne drenched in blood. 

Flames of rebellion once more flared up in the country of 
Egypt whose people the disaffected bands'of subdued Athenians 
and Spartans instigated to regain their lost foot-hold. Inarus and 
Amirtoeus became the leaders of the rebels and Themistocles the 
Greek brigand helped them in men. Behmen sent Megbazus to 
quell the rebellion. He besieged Memphis, cut off the supplies 
of food and water and after six years established order out of chaos 
nominating Sarsamus a Persian leader to rule over Egypt. Athens 
was once more foiled in her wicked designs and had to sign terms 
dictated by Artaxerxes among which were that the island of Cyprus 
should be given up by Athens and her soldiers called back from 
Egypt and Persia must free the Athenian towns on the coast of 
Asia. In the meantime the great Peloponnesian War arose 
between Athens and Sparta in which Athens became a part of 
Sparta. 

The last years of Behmen’s reign were full of domestic trouble. 
Megbazus denied his authority and was punished but afterwards 
restored to royal favour. He loved and was loved by the Jews 
who have commemorated him in their scriptures by the title of 
Ahusuarus. Some historians state that he had married a Jewish 
orphan but it is unfounded. Behmen died in 425 B. C, He was 
brave, kind and generous-hearted. 
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ARTAXBRXCS (NOEMXN) 

The youngest son of the late King Cyrus by name was in his 
father’s life-time appointed the Governor of Asia Minor but his 
aim was to take the Persian throne himself and was in it assisted by 
his mother Parisatis. But before Darius died he nominated his son 
Artaxerxes afterwards known as Noeman, i. e., of good memory on 
the throne, which gave rise to a fresh domestic quarrel between the 
two brothers. Cyrus got together 10,000 Greeks and crossing the 
heights of Taurus advanced upon Sardis. All the Persian Satraps 
with but few exceptions promised him help, taking which, Cyrus 
came as far as Tarsus on the borders of the Mediterranean and 
further still to Thapsacus in Syria. Beyond was Babylon on the 
other side of the Euphrates and Menon and Clearchus the Greek 
freebooters being given extravagant bribes led the dogs of war 
through the deep waters. At last the whole rebel army took up a 
strong position at Cunaxa in Babylon. 

On the other hand the too sluggish Artaxerxes could not be 
awakened from his sleep till the drums of war beat at the palace 
gates, but when he did arm himself with his mighty legions even 
the torrentuous tide of foes could be easily thwarted. The Greek 
generals proved treacherous and Cyrus was pierced through by a 
spear. Then followed the perilous retreat homeward of the ten 
thousand Greek free-booters to whom the kind Artaxerxes meted 
out a sympathetic treatment. Cheher Khoreh was munificently 
rewarded by the king for his valuable assistance and he got the 
satrapy of a large territory round Asia Minor. 

But the king was not to rest at ease for rebellions arose in 
Cyprus under a chief named Ivagoras and in Caducia between 
mount Elburz and the Caspian sea, both of which were quelled. 
The principal helpers were the Egyptians and the Spartans who 
left no opportunity falling in their hands of avenging their past 



defeats. Tachos the leader of the former got a crushing naval 
defeat near Phoenicia and fled back to Memphis while Agisilaus of 
the latter died on the way. 

After 40 years of government Ardeshir died at the age of 94. 
No Achoemenian sovereign is more known for his generosity of 
nature, affectionate sympathy towards his own subjects as well as 
the conquered foes than Artaxerxes. Even Greek historians like 
Plutarch speak of him in eulogistic terms for, did not the Athenians 
and the Thebans taste of the good king’s kindness and charity ? 


DARIUS OCHUS OR DARA III. 

With Darius Ochus begins a line of weak successors to the 
Achoemenian throne, no more a menace to rising antagonists like 
the Athenians and the Spartans, no more did they wield a sceptre 
of authority ; but they speedily prepared their downward course by 
their own disastrous policy of general mistrust, internecine feud 
and domestic intrigue. Darius Ochus sat on a throne drenched in 
the blood of his rival relations and paved the way to intrigue and 
murder both at home and in the court, in the country and abroad. 
Rebellions arose in Asia Minor, Sidon, Phoenecia and Cyprus under 
different disloyal satraps helped by Egyptians under Nectanibus 
and the Greeks who more or less hired their troops to the 
combatant foes. They were constantly hovering over the borders 
of the Persian territory and lost no fitting opportunity to bring 
about the downfall of the tottering empire. 

The late king had planned an expedition upon Egypt but 
failing in his effort his successor Darab undertook it and landed at 
Pelutium where vast hordes of Greek brigands had gathered. He 



fnj$e a^agsg^e across t}ie r Nite gnd p^lfjs r lost£ajft}p 
tbe icing of, fgypt lost heart and fled to hte^pftaj 
Darab broke open the walls of the fort an$ plundered = the 
temples and inspired awe and fear in the hearts of the 
cpp^uered, which for generations could not e^SjUy/be, forgotten, 
•^entor the Greek helper of the king was nominated satrap pyer the 
bjOr^ering dpmains and, Darab carried another., expedition oy^ 
^hillip pfjvfacedon who sterns 19 have acknowledged , him as , his 
t^yerlord., This was his last great achievement for, bp died a, short 
time after in 338 B. C. . - ; ... 1 , 

After him sat on the throne a puppet prince under the regency 
of Bagwas, the chief courtier, but he passed off to an early grave 
being probably a victim of conspiracy. 

i • : / . ■ v ‘ o ■ / * * to v.u iV- s' 


DAHIU9 CODOMAN US. t 

It was in 336 B. C. that there ascended on the Achocraenian 
throne an ill-starred monarch who by his defeat at the hand of: 
Alexander the Great calumniated the fair fame of Persia and 
shattered to the earth an empire that .was world’s glory and 
greatness. 

t : Darius seems to bear not a dose relationship with his prede^ 
cessor and he was the ruler of Armenia when the Tatter died!’ 
Bagwas proved treacherous to the reigning princes and 1 contrived 
to Appropriate the crown for himself but he m ' 4 i with a cruel and 

SUd' ■ • •' '' : •' 

■ 1 . ,• > : ■' . .01 B In- d«. 

The reign of Darius is all absorbed in his continual strategy 

agafnsf Alexander the Great the son of Phillip of iMacedon. 

cjivvrced his wife PJympias on a , : c^rg§ p$< 

W .Cleopatra. th?.. ,AtjWas,„ vQtelWWftj'iibw 



glory,, the ,-hero of, f pong , } au<& stiory 4 >apdb$bfti 
i&l f QpQfitecJi Jte \ haye, , po^triyedi j 4 te < jecrofc / fax iltewA 

Mua hoy.^fprei he ha^ tji^ ^hote of) 
^^f%Gwcp ( 3ihis feet* apd a* he* was but a.'^ajiCpOQuecor: 
fejg %qaJbltiqu^ } e^ye drifted across the Aegean {Over to then Asiatic; 
t^yitory. On Jhaothej- hand, Darius sought to, crush the risingi 
fc^e by preparing j## invasion*. . A string naval force made up oft 
tjip Phoenicians -a nc l feypti ans » was Placed under the command? 
9f fylemoon who though a Spartan by birth served Darius loyaiiy 
^4 : f^ithfuliy ( against them, Mentor was, another helper* of 
paries f a#d hj^ 3 wes Memnon’s brother* Alexander crossed; rthei 
Hellespont apd stepped in Asia, safter : heating . to their knees the 
(^tocs, the Gs^ulp and the brave Thracians. With 30*000 in fern try f 
^d S»ooa cavalry Alexander went out to conquer Asia and in 
CV 334 encamped on the banks of the river Granichus. He I 
9pmmanded the right wing of his army and entrusted the left to 
liable general. Parmenio. The. Persians were enclosed on all sides 
*|t the base of the river and Alexander though often baffled charged 
Vfppn his enemy Darius so bravely defended by bis choice mounted; 
troops. Alexander was hemmed in on all sides but fortune favoured: 
him and though his lance was broken and a blow was dealt upon; 
l^s helmet by a Persian soldier yet a helot helped him? and he was f 
UayecL At the end in the hard-contested battle, Alexander -had the* 
tetter of it and the' Persian army suffered heavily from a general 
n^as same, Hadf Memnort’s advice . been. followed and Alexander, 
sapped from crossing the Hellespont the result; says Grote, would* 
have! been K>ther thah . defeat. Rarmeniot invaded ^ Phrygia * afj<i> 
Atexander, advanced; upon Lydia. Ephesus fell without? a single! 
blow and Miletus that bravely resisted him was crushed and its 
people sold as slaves. Helicarnasus the capital of Caria was next 
besieged but its brave defender Ephialtes held on till the last when 
the fort was set fire to. But Alexander was more than a match 
for him and the burning town fell in his hands. In the meantime 
Memnon the faithful admiral of Darius died and the latter 



instead of protracting the defence of his besieged territories which 
Alexander had now invaded planned an offensive attack upon the 
Greeks and encamped in the famous field of Isus surrounded by 
a sea on the west and a mountain on the east. Darius was doomed 
to fall and his conqueror let loose the dogs of war upon his 
territory. Darius fled to Thapsacus and all his baggage became 
the booty of the victor. Darius sought peace but the haughty foe 
wanted to dictate the terms of peace whereupon the former once 
more drew the sword of fury in a desperate struggle, for, shorn of 
his kingdom, wife and family by a marauding chieftain what could 
he rest his hopes in but victory or death. On the other hand, 
Alexander kept on marching further, destroying the country, 
plundering, ravaging, pillaging the people without law and without 
mercy till both the warring foes met each other at Arbella in 331 
B. C. 11 A drowning man catches at a straw ” and accordingly 
with what remnants of troops he could gather, Darius ventured forth 
from beyond the Tigris to fight the sweeping hordes assembled 
under the Grecian banner, and now lying in wait for him at a well 
fortified place at Arbella. It was all a travesty of blunders Darius 
entered into and though he and his brave generalissimo Mazius 
fought heroically yet the morale of the Iranian soldier had dwindled 
low and the heroic troops that had won victories far and wide in 
the illustrious days of the great sovereigns of the past, now fled 
before the armies of Alexander. Darius fell fighting in the battle 
and Alexander like a true soldier gave him last burial with due 
military honours, though as historians say he was not humane 
either to him or to his wife and mother whom he dragged unwilling 
from one place to another till they succumbed to an unhappy end. 








